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here by whom poore Ireland was deſerted : one thing alſo ths 
mayeſt here take notice of from theſe ſtanders by, That the Cler- 
gy, in their owne proper Sphere, may be as fit and as honeſt, 
and perhaps, in ſome reſpett moreavle, tor the good ſpeed of 
a Treaty, then thoſe that ds ſlight them with utter preterition, 

Laſt of all, behold here the Loyall and Religious Subjects onely 
Militia or his owne proper Magazine, to wit, the known Lawes 
See D. Doo. Of the Land, that and Prayer and Submiſſion 
dates Notes on are the only defenſive weapons allowed here by 
Row. 1, 2. and this Maſter of Fence, 1 ſay no more to thee, ſave 
el{c-whcre. only, that 1 doe heartily pity thee, and there- 
fore I doe [till pray for thee, aud for all thy Felloaw-bondmen , 
hat God will bring into the way of Truth all ſuch as have 
exred and are deceived, Amen. 


Reverend 


(1) 
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Reverend, Godly, and worthy Sirs, our Deare Brethren and 
Companions inthe Worke of the Lord, 


F proportionably to the griefe , we have conceived at 
xo Letters, ( wherein you have exprefled the moſt ſad 

tace of your affaires ) we had but as much abiliry either 
by our Conſolations to atſwage your Sorrowes ,%or by our 
Counſcls to eale your Burthens, or by any our Co-opcrati- 
onto help your Extremity, we ſhould think our ſelves very 
happy in (o well correſponding with your honourable , and 
moſt loving compellation of us ; and right glad wee ſhould 
be thus to requite you with our beſt and effcctuall good of- 
fices. Bur alas, as the ſcantneſle of our capacity in this kind, 
ſo the ignorance of the more inward cauſes of ſo many milc- 
ries, and chicfly the Perplex and dangerous Nature of the Mat- 
ters now in CAgitation among you : All theſe put rogether , 
ſtrike us quite Dumbe: we are as men wholly ar a ſtand , a- 
ble onely (ina kind of Silent Aſtoniſhment or holy horrour) 
roadmire, and to adore that Finger of God, which 1s now lit- 
red up over youall, 

But fince, being by you ſo lovingly invited ro it, we muſt 
needs at laſt breake off our ſilence, weare reduced ro an ex- 
traordinary S»ſþence voth of Mind, and of Pens , what to lay 
firſt or laſt, or indeed what to fay ar all. 

And now inthe end, after long deliberation, leaſt, as Fo! 
friends, we ſhould cranſgrefle by precipirare or unſeaſonable 
diſcowſe: Behold our hearts and Mouthes top full of the 
Sences and Exprefſions ot our hearty Commileration, oue 
Eyes running down with Teares of Compaſſion, our Breaſts 
even 


2 
even —_— with Sighes and Groanes at your Calami. 
ron Thetc are they, God is our Witneſle, thar fill up rhe 
grcateſt parc of our private Prayers, of our publike Devort- 


ons, Faitings, and Humiliations: In all which we are refo!- 
ved tO ! g1V © 4a Father of Mercies no reſt, untill Ar ae tran 


1 n. : S; ' '$ 
texa Peace upon Earth unto you all like a / ver, and the tu! 


nefle of his Bl: ſings, like an cver-flowing TT: 

Our aff.u1rc . | yea, the generall Latereſt of all the Ret. 1 
med Churches arc {0 ogy involved in you _ and { 
rually depending thereon, Thar your fat Once or cc 
aſſures v5 all + row 1 £00d Eſtares, Thi ereforc cſpec liy 
during this grievous Fempelt, which may ſcemeto b ing ' 
DOLL « hl the heavy time of the Saints oreat Primitive 7 ribte 
lation, we areyin a mann er,compelled with trembling Hearts 
and Lips. to powre ou ou Lame.rtations int? rhe Eares 


= o 
\ a ' ' 
of our molt gracious aad Heavenly Father, no longer now 
onely Preparing TO c« omtens by Fre, as he once revealed it in 


a Viſto to his Proph ict Amos, Amos 7.4.5. butalready fora 
long time real; en ang by Fire indeed : And how then 
Can we toroucarc t: gr” OI 0 Lora | OY OI VEN ceaſe we be - 
ſeech thee, by wm 7 Tacob ariſe for he i (mall, and round 
about all in 4 Hame, 6 be fire of thy burnins Indignation? From 
this our OW; Wa'ch-Tower, untoucht as yet by Divine Mt- 
racle ; \We hive bracld this Furiou s Con Aagrar ION {ſpreading 


it iclte alt over ; vv e have ſcene the Gr, ſoen-1 4! an C hurchc; 
utterly defaced, The Goſpell in Bohemra its ancient Seat ? 
vhol!: extirparcd + The Palatizae Cn: The French 
Churches deprived of all numane ſupporrs, and refuges, IS 
{o many pome litr ws Callow Birds alive indeed .bur only d F 

ring plcal ure: The C:rman Churches almoſt all overſha a of 

yea, more then haltc deſtroyed , your own ireland ſnalitvie- 
up with an unexpected deluge of Aſſ4/Smes and Rebvers; Ore 
onely 


= 


. 
onely thing was wanting to rhat huge heape of publike cala- 
mity, Namely, that flouriſhing Engl wd, the very Eye and 
excelency of ll the Churches, Chrifls own choyce, purchaſe, and 
peculiar ; The Santtuary of the aj fi ted, the CArcenall of the 
farnt-hearted, the Mana ine of the Needy, . WS os tio 
that Royall Standard 8? good hope, * ſhould Topimouy rf the Ain 
by {o unlookrt tor an Accident, without ;/4ins Eſte of the 
any externall enemy, or Forrain Impret- (brorch of England as 
fion, become in a manner, i:'s own Fe/o * /f HRGEY WES 1.ÞY 
ae fe, and make an end of it (cite with it's £97 0 0VErRINERT. 

own cruell hands. What a {:d Sp:icle is this to fre that 


Church thus trodden under toor s Toſfce that glorious 
Fould of our Lord thus ranfackt, vea worried, not by the 
wilde Bcaſts of che Forreſt, nor rorne in peeces by the Mer- 


Cilefle Pawes of the Lion, or of the Wolte, bur vreerly dif- 
membred by it s own unnarurall ſheep inraged and exa{pera- 
ted once againſt another : An horrid example this, and cill 
now never heard ot among the reformed Churches! It fees 
heretofore like Chrifts own true ſheep, they were kept rame 
by the tin, | 
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Parents againſt their own Childen, Chriſts Sheep puſhing 
againſt and goaring rheir owne Fellowes, nay, their ownce 
Shepheards : Ar all this we are utterly amazed, and would 
ſcarce ave beleeved, That in the ſelfe-ſame pitched Field, one 
and the ſame God and Father, in the name of one and the ſame 
Mediator, at one and the ſame time, conld be invocated for helps 
on both ſides, to ſhed the blood of thoſe, that for the Major-part 
had hitherto by ſo many cleareDemonſtrations in the whole 
equall come of their lives,equall in their P:ety rowards God, 
equal in their love & Loyalty towards their Country ,appro- 
ved themfelves iuch faithful & true Brethren one co another, 
Strange, Thar theie thould now againſt chcir owne Bowcells 
taric all rheir warlike power, tar betcer if imployed in the 
juſt punithmears of their own treacherous Neighbours, or 
rowards the relicte of their deareſt Brethren, ſo long bowing 
the back underthe weight of their bondage, and even at the 
laſt gaſpe for helpe. 

W hat marvaile then, if theſe your cruell diſtractions have 
awakened, yea, divided evento a variety the judgements and 
aftections too of Chriſtendome 2 Neither doc we our ſelves 
geny bur that for a while we did ſomewhar ſtagger ar,and as 
it were fluctuate about it; yer that demurre of ours did neither 
proceed from prejudice againſt, nor from partiality rowards 


either fide, as not being called upon by either, neither pub- 
likely nor privately, till now of lace in your reference unto 
us, which we do reckonas no {mall piece of Honour, fince 
in your eſteem our Judgement may ſcem of ſo much weight, 
as able :oadvance or ballance down either party, both being 
of ſuch extraordinary quality. 

We have conteined our {clves within the bounds of a con- 
{cionable judgement, and impartiall charity, rowards borh 
Parties, tor indeed yee are both Brethrea We have neither 
way excceded the compaſle of our own meaſure, bur (till 
kept 


(5s) 


kept a meane, as rejoycing onthe one hand at thoſe good 
things which we did heare were entertained with the gene- 
rall applauſe of all good men; So on the other hand , wee 
could not bur behold with gricfe thoſe other Sinifer paſſages 
that inthemiclves did carry a more fatall appearance. We 
were overjoyed at the * Ifſue of the Scorzſh , —_—_— 
troubles, that ſcemed ar firſt ro preſage a ya eh go 
combuſtion not unlike this of yours, an Wea 

et far ſooner quenched, for as by Gods owne admirable 

andi-worke, ( So by the never-enongh-magnfied piety and 
wiſedome of our moſt gracious King, and by the Concord of 
that wary Nation ) that fire was in time put out, crc ever it 
did burſt into a more open flame. At the firſt report of theſe 
your own Commotions, our minds were poflefled with a 
good hope that all paſt offences might with the ſame promp- 
ticude and facility be forthwith repaired, and all matters 
compoſed : So that what Actions or Counſells ſhould ap- 
peare amiſle, might by the &enrgnity of the beſt of Princes be 
cafily redreſſed, and conſequently both Church and Com- 
monwealrh without noiſe or bloodfhed be kept in due or- 
der: In purſuance of all which, we could not bur admire 
the happy and glorious beginnings of the Parliament, and 
the more thes Fatherly affettion of His moſt gracious Majeſty, 
evidenced by his enacting thoſe Lawes, from which for the 
time to come, there was a clear hope of a Government full 
of equity, and freed from all corruption : A» example not ſo 
rare,as maced ſingular in this our wild gereration,{o fertile of vi- 
olent Powers and Princes. Bur all theſe our goodly hopes wer 
{oon blaſted by that Raging Storme and Tempeſt ot popu- 
lar Tumults among you, that did force away both your moſt 
gracious Prince from His Parliament, as alſo a great part of 
the Parliament from it {elfe. Since which we have heard in- 
deed of many attempts and enterpriſes , many Propoſitions 


y 


P, ana 


(6) _—_ 
and Projeas, bur all of chem come to nothing, nothing is 
vet brought to perfetion, nothing is yer rightly ferled or 
eſtabliſhed. 
iy ſpneffe of the Church might ſeem the chief Objed of 
your care and Solliciude ; It it had been handled and de- 
bated ar times, and with minds calme and quict, had ene op- 
poſite judgements been compared and impartially weighed 
one with another,ſuch an orderly courſe might happily have 
purchaſed a laſting peace ro your Kingdome, and alſo ren- 
dered unto your Church that moſt deſired Primitive face of the 
lf | | Apeſtolicall times, * bur be- 
* Sturlh was Epilcopacy 214 10s firs hold how quite contrary 
Ap»otcall vigour of diſcipline, the Event hath fallen out 2 
and Government, the which, as a Ge this inde of bock Gdes 
the Synoce of Dort, cthis very man , ©. —- : 
ai both acknowletge nnto Biſhop being averic from, yea, v10- 
Carleton, to be the bes Forme of lently dent one againſt an- 
' (hvreb Governement , and alſo did other, this very matter hath 
heartily wiſh for it in his own Charch; proved the great Rocke of 
ſo auth he [efficiently commend the offence by exaſperating the 
happy effects of it above Pag5. in that wound and tearing it wider 
frultpaſſage of his containing the Su- Lider b br ba 
pirlative Praiſes of the former flou- ana WIA. ol : raceing 
ri/hing Eftate of the Church of En- More and more aſunder the 
21nd, as befire theſe Troubles it hearts of each party diſtem- 
ſtos4 under Epiicopucy; The R-/Fan- pered enongh already 
ratton of worth former good Eftate, through former paruality 
75 Ag aine by rh1s Author at the latter and diſcord of affections. 
end af th 's Epiſtle, P28-12, earncitly Nay if the revort be rrne 
wiſhed and praved for. J , 2 
: EM x theſe Church-D' ſt» ations 
hae opeacd awid: 74» to [0 many boyſterous and private ſpivits, 
which we hare have aſumed to themſelves the moit miſchie- 
was Title of Independents, then which Deſtruttive Se? no- 
thing could more undermine, yea, quite overruzne the very 
foundation of che Church. natah 
clide 


7 
Beſides all that, We have been extreamly orieved ar this, 
Thar the Sprr1t of Drwviſton hath ſo plentifully ſowne among 
you his pernicious /ares of Feares and Feaioufies, chat they 
have not onely fructified, but evea over-growne ail over all 
manner of wuzall Truſt, in deipighr of fo many fayall Pro- 
zeſt ations ſealed and bound up © oft errvers 1m1s i ca0s, Bur 
the very top and height of ail our Sorrowes © 7h penaifes, 
hath ben this, Thar all chat curfed fell Unis 1p yd on, is 
2 ! b 4 , » , hs 
now at laſt kindled into 4 6lordy Ya, ifmnvrificicd on both 


- 


ſides, by a Multiplication of deadly fextes , So thar Curing 
ſuch an Univerſall Combultion, whit ever mens bore words, 
Aud HEVET ſo frequent P; oteſt ati; Hs othe: w < may retend, vet tre 
Royall Honer, Power and DT /1tty C4t4n0t EU fall 19t0 IEF COM- 
tempt : and on the contrar: the licentionſrejie of the moft auda- 
C104sS axd lawleſſe C4147i0t out eater Strcngth a«d ont Tow the 
other : and then, COntequently Picty miſt ne-gs « ecay, mu- 
tuall Love and Charicy nut utterly van {1} W.iV. 1104 1n- 


ſtcad thereof 4 kind of Savaye Diſpoſition , yea brutth rave 
muſt peed: at Laſt Invade ihe Minds aud Miniers of ths 4 6f 
ths Generation, who tn proccefle of time will 1+ * 1 oohe 
upon the old Originall caules that began : 4: bur vg- 
ther upon the rew mutuill Inurics freſhly 1 Go topeyved 
in the very Procrcſie or Profecution of the WW ir beaten 
ewo Partics divided farre more by an od\ ue iff ronce of 


Reproachfull Naznes, as it were, infamo's bruuc Freed mY 
on Each other, then really by che Caulc it ſeo. Ir rad been 
fariC more caſte unro {1S, 3nd all (0) Kt men (Hi: d-liver 
OUr Judgements UPON Your cale; hal tne M t'07 Pat of El- 
ther ſide diflered irom che other eirver in the m ore Efſentiall 
oints of Religion, or clſe diflented . our the Furdamen- 
tall Lawes of the Coimnon-wealhs or had cither Parric 
B 2 been 


(8) 
'* Toe be to them that fir began that been oppreſſed * by the 0- 
Warrc who/e Non-necellity, yea In. ther in a direct Way of 0- 
juſtice, ſtrangers them/clves can [9 pen perſecution , or had 
far off ſo plainly perceive and con- there been an Introduction 
acme too, of publike Tyranny againſt 
the Lawes through the baſenefle and puſillanimity of 
rhe other Party : Bur as for you, you have abundant cauſe 
*Towit, in 4 faire, quit , Legall of comfort of (ecurity a= 
Parliamentary way, »2t in 4 Martial gainſt all theſe evils * fince 
way : therefore he mentions not at all by vertue of your owne 
rhe power of Arms, but only the pow- moiſt juſt and powerfull 
er of the Laws. Lawes, thoſe Lawes that al- 
ready have been ind;fſerently agreed npon by the generall con- 

ent of all Parties concerned, you may with cafe prevent or pur 
all thoſe fore-mentioned cvills, which in other Kingdomes 
may ſeeme almoſt unavoidable: All theſe confiderations pur 
together, have moved us fora long while ſcriouſly ro deli- 
berate and adviſe what might be at Jaſt, the beſt expedient 
left to procure a” honeft and ſure Peace among you. Indced 
we have been much ſcandalized, that al: ihe Midiations of (e- 
verall Kingdomes and Provinces in League with you, have 
been tried and uſed all in vaine : Howbeit it came into our 
mind to propound this ene Medium more, whither now ar 
laſt there be yet any hopeto obraine from the Kinm7s moſt 
gracious Majeſty ,and fromthe Parliament that of both ftdes 
Eccleſzafticali Perſons may be choſen of unqueltioned Truſt, 
and Fame-proofe beyond all ſuſpition, ro whom this great 
bufinefſe may be commicted ; Namely, that comparing the 
chicfe poiats now in controverfie, thev muy chalk our ſ.»ne 
good way towards 41 he/y peace, Brit fivit rhelſe wew muſt by 
Gods g504d Spirit,thc ſc ves be diip Iiled »9/ al” faFious in- 
cl:nations, that ſo they may become fic 1pires and Truſtres 
OL 
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of the Publike Peace, and impartial Ambaſſadours of Re- 
conciliation betweene both Parties, and alſo able and Sru- 
dious too, by all their + peeches, Exhortations, and Sacred 
Obreſtarions, to charine che Hearts that on borh ſides arc ſo 
obdurate in Warr and Bloudſhed, This were the ready way, 
by thus interpoling the Sacred Cerſer in the very middelt of 
theſe Publike lames to quench all rhe hearc-burnings : for 
who knowes whether at the devout Prayers and holy groans 
of Perſons Sacred, thus proſtrate at rhe foot-ſtoole of the 
Heavenly grace, the D.vine power and glory may not break 
out once more, and ſhew fort} it ſelfe by moving the hearts 
of both Parties to lay down all hatred,and publike enmities. 
The only way to procure fuch ſound Counlell of both fides, 
and to purchaſe againe the precious blefling of a generall 
Peace,is e{pecially when all humane helps faile, ro call inthe 
Divine Aftiſtance, which no man did ever try in vaine. By 
theſe good means that may be brought to paſſe ( whar can- 
not be hoped for from Civill Warr, however the ſucceſle 
prove) that by a voluntary Inclination of Minds, the wound 
thall be ſo fully cloſed up, as that Love aad Charity may in 
time perfectly be recoveied. 

The good opinion which you have conceived of us may 
ſuffer us ro offer theſe Conſiderations unto you. It might be 
zmmnodeſty in us to preſcribe, or co adviſe you any further : 
Burt no Law of Mod:(ty can ever forbid us tro wiſh, and to 
Vow, and to beſcech God for you, vea to appeale unto God, 
and to adjure you all in his Name, 

O then above « ;p;,,, wni4 this Peace-maker have [aid if he ha 
all, rake 4 ſpeeny {en or heard of fo many Royall rexterated offers of 
and ſpectall Care Prace wh rewith the SovVeragne hath an4 ſtill doth 
for 4 {are aud wore his Sutte-necacd * UDjC<T5. ( err au7lygone more 
ſound Pc e,what Pc iceavie tide hath alwat, 5 among ſr 0104 men had 
ever ic be * tis 9 Reputation of the better /ide, 
| cQ 
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to be preferred before any Civill Broyles. Beware leaſt the 
Forrune of Warr ſmiling upon you, draw you on, and tempr 
you to commir your great Afﬀaires tothe ambiguous chance 
of Victorie, then which nothing can happen more deadly, 
yea pernicious unto the Common-wealth. Roule away that 
huge ſcandall that lies ſo heavy upon the whole Chriſtian 
World, yea waſh and wipe'off thar foule ſtaine of black op- 
preſſion , charged eſpecially upon the pureſt Profeſſion 
of the Goſpell, as if till ir did ina kinde of antipariy , 
* This was very good conncell from a or ſecret hacred, ; PP! ſe and 
Stranger, h14 the Swbjetts hal the OpPUgNc all Kingly | over, 

yace to follow it in time, then ha4 and fſupream Aurhourity, 
there been an en4 of the old War, aud Mitigate and all wage L:1C 
4 happy Prevention of a new War, exalceratcd F and ro00 tro00 
which except ſtopt by tmely ſu5miſſion much provoked minde of 
£411 portend nothin? but the utter Na- your Kino and do nor com- 
tionall rainc of {harch and State, a £ poqget 
which God in mercy avert. pe! him * I Ol INACLES 

AND PRECIPICES. 

R ather beare with ſome blemiſhes and corruptions, from 
which, no Empire could yer wholly be free, no not in its 
' moſt flouriſhing eſtate, Account nor thoſe remdies the beſt, 
that arc abruptly applicd and accumulated, bur thoſe rather 
that being taken in by degrees, may in time, by little and 
little, goe downe more eaſily, and digeſt the better, and ſo 
at laſt obtaine a Confirmation. And laſt of all by the bow- 
ells and mercie of Chriſt, ſuffer your telves to bee intreared., 
that we may no longer fee that wealth, power and ſtrength 
which God hath graciouſly beſtowed upon you, imployed, 
yea, utterly waſted inthe facall ruine of your own ſelves but 
rather ler it be ſtrerched out to the reliefe, and ſupport of ſo 

many of your owne moſt afflicted 
7 Of Ireland. * Brethren, cven panting after your 
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May the God of Peace himſclfe heare, accept, and grant 
theſe our fincere devorions , May God dcetear all the plors, 
diſappoint all the Mackinations of | | 
che Devill, and of 4ntichrift, May : _ fy I goa. 
the ſame God reſtore your Kingdom Bk T £ England ( fit 
and reſtore your Churches, to that as it heretofore ſtogd under 
High State and pitch of Holinefle Epiſcopacy) ont-ſpeakes al 
and of plory 3 in which ys On the the former, avl to this goed 
Theater of the univerſall Church , Ejacrt:tion fromGenevah, 
they have hitherto excelled and #2 7ig5t Protefiant-Ma- 
out-ſhined all the * Churches upon 118940 ##t will heartily 
/ay, Amcn, 
Earth. - 

As for us, take in good part t!:is our plain Sence delivered 
freely unto you in a Brotherly Confidence, and Pardon and 
Impure our Delay of Anſwer unto theſe weighty Reaſons 4 
The Report was here very ſtrong, That you were now very 
faire for 4 Treaty of Peace; Theictore we thought it fit to ex- 
pet what a Day might bring torth, that ſo all our Words 
and all our Aﬀccions roo, might overflow with meere Gra- 
tulations and full Expreſſions of our! Joyes. Bur ſorry wee 
are, that we have yet again been deceived with vaine hopes : 
And nov that wee may ſpeedily recover and enjoy that hap- 
pineſſe, we both wiſh and pray, with as much Devortion as 
becomes your Deareſt Brethren, who glory not a little in 
your good cſtcem of us. That God willggpwre down upon 
you his richeſt Benediions, rogether with a large Meaſure 
of his Wiſedome, and Spirituall ſtrength. Farewell , and 
proſper iz the Lord, 


FINIS. 
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